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NEWS TIPS
(Editor's Note: Please note that this is a SURPRISE. Interested media are requested to meet Matt
Mayer at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 27, at the main desk of Maria Joseph Living Care Center, 4830
Salem Ave.)
MEDIA ADVISORY
In an unusual move, the University of Dayton's board of trustees has voted to give an
honorary undergraduate degree to Bernard Kroger, whose only regret in life is that he never got his
UD degree. A graduate of the University of Dayton's Preparatory School (a high school), he
dropped out of college during his senior year for financial reasons during the Great Depression.

His family- many of whom are UD graduates- will surprise him with the honorary
bachelor of chemical engineering degree at his 90th birthday party at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 27,
at Maria Joseph Living Care Center, 4830 Salem Ave. Brother Alex Tuss, S.M., an associate
professor of English and friend of the family, will present the degree on behalf of UD.
Matt Mayer, Kroger's grandson, wrote a moving letter of support for the honorary degree.
Here's an excerpt: "My grandfather is not a wealthy man, so he cannot give UD a large financial
contribution. He is not a leader of industry, so he can bring UD no prestige in the business world.
Rather, my grandfather is an ordinary man who lived a hard, but extraordinary life. A life filled
with laughter and tears; joy and loss; good times and bad times .... Although he never accumulated
much financial wealth, he is one of the richest men I know. He has tremendous faith in God,
unwavering love for his family and an exceedingly optimistic view on life. I have spent countless
hours listening to him tell stories about his life. Although I have met national leaders and decorated
citizens, none has compared with the greatness embodied by my grandfather. He knows humility,
hard work and happiness. UD would do well to have him as an official member of its family."
Mayer, a 1993 UD graduate, is an attorney with the law firm of Snell & Wilmer in Denver.
He had planned simply to surprise his grandfather with a $25,000 scholarship the family
established in his grandparents' names, but the degree will make Kroger "the happiest man alive."
As a UD student, Mayer became close to his grandfather through weekly visits after his
grandmother died in a car accident. His grandfather ran the Standard Seed Company, which
worked with Catholic grade schools across the country to raise money for school programs and
other worthy causes.

"I got an appreciation of the obstacles he's overcome in his life. He means the world to me.
This is the greatest gift," Mayer said. "He's a Flyer through and through, a lifelong unofficial
alurrmus."
In a letter accompanying the degree, Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president, wrote, "May
God continue to bless you and may you take much pleasure in writing Bernard F. Kroger, B.C.E."
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